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Observations on patent filings

P Kandiah

he year 2011 saw an in-

crease in the total number

of patent filings in Malay-

sia compared with 2010.

As before, the number of

patent filings by foreign-
ers increased — a good sign indeed,
proving that Malaysia is still recog-
nised as a technology-savvy country.
As in past years, the US filed the
most number of applications, in-
dicating the innovativeness of the
Americans and their investment
in Malaysia, either in production
of goods in the country or export
of products of innovation into the
country (see Table 1).

The Malaysian government’s call
to Malaysians to be creative,I believe,
is starting to show results, at least
considering the number of patent
applications filed in Malaysia by
Malaysians.

Regretfully, MyIPO’s published
statistics do not show in what fields
of technology the patent applica-
tions are filed. Are they in the bio-
technology,electric and electronics,
or mechanical and civil engineering
fields? A better collection and dis-
semination of filing statistics would
benefit the industry and the plan-
ners of economy and the authorities

involved in the funding of research
programmes. Will MyIPO do it?

TABLE 1 MYIPO

RANK COUNTRY NO. OF APPLICATIONS

1 The US 1,605
2 Malaysia 1136
3 Japan 945
B Germany 508
5 Switzerland 315
6 France 300
i The UK 291
8 The Netherlands 184
9 South Korea 162
10 Eihe 136

The other challenge in the innova-
tion field in Malaysia is the success rate
of commercialisation of the patents.No
doubt UNIK, under the Prime Minis-
ter’s Department, is seriously involved
in this effort. My experience in this
endeavour hasbeen that only if the in-
ventor or patent owner takes the lead
and “pushes” the project, is there some
progress; otherwise the innovation
remains merely an idea with project
papers and proposals.The inventor or
the patentee has to be in the “driver’s
seat” of the project team if the innova-
tion is to be commercialised.

With the price of crude palm oil
riding high in recent times, we are
seeing a number of breakthroughsin
the palm oil milling industry. We see
technology being created to extract
every drop of oil from the oil palm
fruit bunches, for efficient produc-
tion and utilisation of electrical en-
ergy in the palm oil mills (no doubt
incentivised by the new feed-in tariff)
and in the production of biogas from
the palm oil mill effluent (POME).
The commercialisation of these new
technologies would need the assist-
ance, support and involvement of
the industry. Individual engineers,
inventors, or small companies with
small mills would not be able to build
a pilot plant or modify existing mills
to test out the innovation and to use
the pilot mill as a showpiece to other

potential customers.

This is where UNIK or the relevant
ministries can assist in the commer-
cialisation by providing funding to
companies or mills that are prepared
to build pilot plants. It is difficult to
commercialise the invention overseas
(by way of licensing the technology or
building new mills using the new tech-
nology) if there is no mill in Malaysia
using the new technology.Unless the
technology is successful locally, for-
eigners would not be interested to be
“guinea pigs” for the new technology.

It is the Malaysian inventor’s wish
that the government, through UNIK,
plays a more active role in the com-
mercialisation of technology from the
private sector.

At least in this way, Malaysia can
showcase itself as a leader in palm oil
milling technology or,more broadly,in
vegetable oil technology to the world
or in countries with a significant oil
palm industry.

Note: The views expressed in this article
are the author’s own. a

P Kandiah is the founder and
director of KASS International Sdn
Bhd, an established Malaysian
intellectual property firm with
offices in Malaysia, Singapore and
Indonesia. For more information,
visit www.kass.com.my or drop an
email at ipr@kass.com.my.
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